PREFACE. 

Hr exhibits to our moderation , an invisible, fubtile mat- 
ter, dijj emulated through all nature -i 7i van ous proportions^ 
equally unobferved , and, whiift all thofe bodies to which it pecu- 
liarly adheres are alike charged with it, inoffcnjive. 

He Jhews, however, that if an unequal diftribution is by 
any means brought about ; if there is a coacervation in one 
part of /pace, a lefs proportion, vacuity , or want, in ano- 
ther ; by the near approach of a body capable of conduc- 
ing the coacervaicd part to the emptier fpace, it becomes 
perhaps the mojl formidable and irrejijliblc agent in the uni- 
verfe. Animals are in an Infant ft ruck breathlefs, bodies 
aimoft impervious by any force yet known, are perforated, and 
metals fufed by it, in a moment. 

From the fimilar ejfetts of lightening and eleSlricity our 
author has been led to make fame propable conjeSiures on the 
caufe of the former ; and ap the fa me time, to propofe J'ome 
rational^ experiments in order to fecure imrfelves, and thofe 
things on which its force is often di retied, froiir its perni- 
cious effetls ; a circumftance of no fnall importance to the 
publick, and therefore worthy of the utmoft attention. 

It has, indeed, been of late the fajhion to afcribe every 
grand or unufual operation of nature, J'ucb as lightening and 
earthquakes, to eletlricity ; not, as one would imagine, from the 
manner of re afoning on thefe occafons, that the authors of thefe 
fchemes have, difcovered any connettion betwixt the caufe and 
ejfeti, or faw in what manner they were related ; but, as it 
would feem, merely becaufe they were unacquainted with any 
other agent, of which it could not pofitively be faid the con- 
nection was impofjible. 

But of thefe , and many other inter efting circumftances , the 
reader will be more fatisfaCorily informed in the following 
letters, to which he is therefore referred by 


The EDITOR. 



LETTER I- 


from 

Mr Benj. Fr anklin, in Phila delphia. 

T O 


Mr Peter Collinson, F.R. S. Londoti. 

SIR, July 28 , 1747. 

HE neceffary trouble of copying long 
letters, which perhaps when they come 
to your hands may contain nothing 
new, or worth your reading (fo quick 
is the progrefs made with you in E- 
ledlricity) half difcourages me from 
writing any more on that fubjedt. Yet I cannot forbear 
adding a few obfervations on M. Mufchenbroek ' s won- 
derful bottle. 
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